A new depsipeptide antibiotic, variapeptin.
A culture similar to Streptomyces variabilis was found to produce a novel cyclic hexadepsipeptide antibiotic named variapeptin. Variapeptin is structurally related to azinothricin, A83586C, and citropeptin. The antibiotic was active against Gram-positive bacteria and showed cytotoxic activity against mammalian cells.